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NOTE: This digest has been compiled from press and other sources and is in no
way an expression of officlal opinion.

STATE DEPARTMENT

Press Conference. Questioned again today whether any credence could be placed
in reports of a possible meeting between the President and Prime Minister Chmrchill,
the Secretary said that he had nothing more to say than he had said yesterday morn—
ing.

A correspondent asked whether the Secretary could say what Mr. Duff-Cooper's
mission to the United States was about. The Secretary replied that as far as he
knew Mr. Duff-Cooper had not as yet landed. Ho added that ho had heard a rcport,
which he could not vouch for, that during the next few days Mr. Duff-Cooper might
pass through this country on his way to the Far East. A4gked if ho expacted to see
him, the Secretary said that if he camc by and proposed to call, he supposed he
would see him as ho did other important and prominent people who come to this
country.

A corrospondent montioned that there were increasing indications that Japan
was making demands on Thailand and he roferred to Mr. Eden's speoch in tho House of
Commons to the effect that anything that threatoned the security and integrity of
Thailand was of immediate interest to Britain, and ho wondercd whethor the Secretary
would care to say anything on the situation in regard to our own policy. The Sec—
rotary sald that he thought that wo had many times discussed tho question of con-
quest by force on the part of certain countries, and that it included the Pacifie
area., He said that we had made very clear our concern and ocur interest in respect
to steps carrying out that sort of policy. He pointed out that Mr. Welled just a
few days ago had occasion to give the correspondents a statement on that general
question as it related to the Pacific arsa.

Asked if he could say whether this Government had had occasion to express any
viows to the Governmont of Thailand concerning the present crisis out there,

Mr, Bull said he could pot go into details now because it was not at & stago where
he could be very definite. A correspondent pointed out that certain steps followed
the occupation by Japan of Indochina and he inquired whethor it was fair to assume
that cortain other steps would follow the occupation or attempted occupation of
Thailand by Japan, The Secretary replied that it was fair to have increasing con-
cern about a movement that would include the step to which the correspondent
referred.

. Asked if the correspondents could infor that this Government has increasing
concern about events over there, the Secretary said that that was what ho was try-
ing to say. He added that anything that Mr. Welles had sald rcgarding the Pacific
area and Indochina would have especial application to Thailand and the present
situation. -

A correspondent mentioned that the Japencse had also made some demands upon
the Ecuadorans, and he asked whother we wero going to do anything about that. The
Secretary said that we had nothing on that sudbject except what appeared in the news-
papors. Ho added that he had not heard from Ecuador nor from our reprosentatives.

A correspondont asked whether there had been some indications that Thailand
had been offered what anmounted to a protectorate ovor Malaya as well as Indochina
80 that tho Japaneso would have a protectorate similar to that of the British
Comnonwealth of Fations over Canada, of which Canada 1s a part. The Sgcretary
said that he had not been advised on that subject. EHe mentioned the maltiplioclty/
of rumors and reports coming fron that area lately and said that we were observing
all of these as closely as possidle.

A correspondent, with reforence to an article in a Nothorlands Indies paper
that there was no question that the Unitod States was behind the Nethorlands Indics
tut the question was how far behind, asked whether we had any indications of a weak-
ening of thoir attitude towards Japan out thore. The Secretary said that he had
nothing new on that subjeot.
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To a question of whothor tho United States had had any change in rolations
with Finland, tho Secretary said that thero had been nothing espocially now on that
rocently.

Agked whether he had any report or definite assurance fron Vichy on Admiral
Leahy's conversations, tho Secretary eaid that he had not yet heard from him,

A corrospondont asked whether thore was any development on the question of
evacuating Americans out of Japan. The Secrotary sald that thore was nothing
ospocially new. Ho said that wo had not bad any conrunications yet from any of
tho persons who wero refugees if we nmight call them that or fronm our consuls. He
addod tuat at the sano timo we are giving overy attention to tho wholo problom.

A correspondent mentioned that thero was a private group, including seoveral
Ropublican loaders, who issued an appeal laet night to Congress (see bolow) to put
a stop to the step-by-step projection of tho United States toward an undeclared
war and he asked for the Secretary's comnent on that., Mr. Full said that ho would
repcat his statement to the Committee on Foreign Affaire in tho House of Represen=
tatives in Jamuary in support of tho Lend-Lease Bill in which he sought to state
the issucs confronting us in the international situation.

Paraguay. The Dopartment of State today made public a translation of a
letter dated July 28 to the Acting Socretary of State from tho Minister of Para-
goay expressing the appreciation of the President of Paraguay and Sonora de
Mor{nigo for the courtesies shown in the United States to Semora do Mor{nigo and
their son. Tho lotter said that the goneral health of the child has inproved
potably and that the difficulties have begun to give way with the treatment appliod.
(Sge Badio Bulletin No. 172 of July 21).

Chile. Senorita Magdalena Potit, distinguished suthoress and rmsician from
Chile, will arrive in New York on August 11 on an invitation extondod by the Dopart-
ment of State to visit the United Statos.

Max W. Thorndurg. The Dgpartment has announced the appointmont of Max W.
Thornburg as & Special Assistant to the Under Secrotary of Stato, to act as consul-
tant to the Siate Department on intornational petroleun matters. Mr. Thornburg
has beon assigned to the Office of the Adviser on International Econonic Affairs.

CONGRESS

Dofense Soizure. The House yostorday voted 241 to 136 to adopt the Property
Boquisitioning Bill. The House addod three anondments to the measuro as passed by
the Senate, thus necessitating its going to conferonce to iron out tho differonces.
(See Badio Bullotin No. 173 of July 22)

Hi Defense Pro . The Senate today over-rode by 57 to 19 the Presi-
dent's veto of the 520.000.000 highway dofenso bill,
Tho noasure will now go to the House for consideration (Seo Radio Bulletin

No, 185 of July 5).
DEFENSE

Faval Bases. The Navy Department will establish six additional section bases
for refueling and ninor repairs for small ships at Koy West, Fla.; Mobile, Ala.;
Corpus Ohristi, Tex.; Roosovolt Roads, Puerto Rico; Monterey, Calif., and Feah Bay,
¥ash., 88 soon as funds aro available. The Departnent said that additional section
bases would aleo be established in Algska,

Adrplano Deliveries. The OPM reported that its Director General Knudsen,

Rear Adniral John H. Towers, and Under Socrotary of the Favy Forrostal would
leave tomorrow on & three-day tour to inspect Eaet Coast Airplane factories with
a viow to possible specding up of deliveries to the Army, Favy and the British,

Faval and Aircraft Equipment. Toderal Loan Adminstrator Jones announced
that the Dofense Plant Corp., at the request of the Navy Dopartmont, had author-
igzed a loase agreenent with Revere Copper and Brass, Inc., N. Y. C. to construct
and equip a plant at Baltimore, Md., costing $3,100,000,to be used for naval equip-
nent production.

The Defense Plant Oorporation also authoriszed a lease agreement with Bell
Aircraft Corporation, Buffalo, to construct and equip a plant at Niagara Falls
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